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50 Great Ideas For Use After State Testing 
Most teachers dread the time between End-of-Grade State Testing and the final dismissal bell of the year. 
Sometimes there are weeks to fill with activities to keep students engaged and busy while grades have already 
been submitted. Ideally, students would sit at attention, ready to soak up new information that would help them 
in the following school year. But in reality, our students are as ready to start summer vacation as we are and can 
sit still about as long as a Jack Russell Terrier. The following are ideas I have gathered over the years - some I 
have used, some I have seen others use, and others are in my “someday” folder. I have linked some to particular 
websites or lesson plans when I have them available. 

1. One Compliment - Give every student a handout with each of their classmates’ names listed down the left 
side. Students should write a compliment or a fond memory about each of their classmates. Collect the 
papers and read through them (this is important as some students just cannot be nice) and type up each 
compliment for individual students. For example, Samantha should get a list of all the nice things said 
about her. Middle and High Schoolers often struggle with self-esteem and need to hear these things about 
themselves! 

2. I am always amazed by the number of adolescents that have no idea how to use a ruler. Take a day to teach 
them how to use the ruler properly (starting at 0 rather than the end of the ruler) and how to convert 
between measurements. You can have them measure very small things such as a paperclip, and very large 
things such as the dimensions of the classroom.  

3. Dear Tootsie Roll Company Project - Students measure the surface area and wrapper area of various 
candies, determine which company wastes the most paper, and then writes a letter to the most wasteful 
company (or writes a letter to the least wasteful company complementing them on their resourcefulness). 

4. Hold a kickball tournament between classes or homerooms complete with tournament brackets. 
(Spectators could use the downtime to sign yearbooks!) 

5. Take students to the local elementary school and have them read books to the little ones.  
6. Rent out a movie theater during the afternoon and have them show an old movie to an entire grade level . 

Theaters can typically buy the rights to show out-of-theater movies at cheap prices and will give you a 
good deal (ask them to include snacks and a drink too!) Some of my favorites are Secondhand Lions and 
The Sandlot. You can always have the students write papers or discuss the themes in these movies. 

7. Make cards for the cafeteria staff, bus drivers, custodians, etc. Many of these staff members serve for hours 
each day and are never recognized by the students (or parents, or fellow staff members). A card and a 
little piece of candy are much-appreciated. If you know someone doesn’t speak English, try to get a native-
speaking student or teacher to translate for you. 

8. Fieldtrip...need I say more? Just in case your creative juices aren’t flowing yet you could go to a park, zoo, 
aquarium, museum, historical site, tourist location, etc. 

9. M&M or Skittles Frequency Activity - Have the students sort the candies by color, count them up, and 
make a pie (or bar) graph to represent the data. The graphs could be completed by hand or in Excel. 

10. Teach a dance - The end of the year signals prom, middle school dances, and out-of-school parties. Teach 
the kids how to do the twist, the pony, the electric slide, a line dance, the tango...the choices are endless. 
Let the kids choose a dance to learn and teach the class. Find an ethnic dance. Invite in parents to show 
them how it’s done.  

11. Snakes Alive! - Yes, as in Ssssssssnakes. If you live in the southeast US, contact Ron Cromer who owns 
Snakes Alive Inc. (www.snakesalive.org) and I promise you will not be disappointed. I was terrified of 
these slithery reptiles until he handed me three at the same time in front of a group of my 6th grade 
students. He will come and teach you about the anatomy of snakes, how to identify them, how to handle 
them with care, and then will let the students hold them (or stand in a “Snake-Free Zone” and observe). If 
you live elsewhere in the US try Snakes Alive! (www.snakesalive.info) 
 

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/3314
http://www.snakesalive.org
http://www.snakesalive.info
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12. Play Online, Learn Online and Feed The Hungry - For every question you answer correctly Free Rice will 
donate 10 grains of rice to the World Food Programme (www.freerice.com) 

13. California, Here We Come! - This is one of my own projects. It’s an interdisciplinary project (Writing, Math, 
Geography, Science, and College Planning) where students plan a route from Washington, D.C. to 
Sacramento, California passing through every state capital. Using Google Maps or an atlas they must track 
the number of miles traveled, the time spent on the road, and the money spent on gas/hotel/food. 

14. Have students choose 10 items they could not live without (this could be done individually, in groups, or 
as a whole class). Then tell them they’ve been stranded on a desert island and have them “use” the 10 
items to find food, water, shelter, and get back to civilization. You could have them write a short story and 
tell how these items helped them (or were useless to them). Students can also share with the class. 

15. Work with recipes - Students can bring in their favorite recipe or download one from www.allrecipes.com 
that they’d like to try. Using proportions and fractions they can scale the recipe down to feed two people, 
increase it to feed 50, etc. 

16. Murder Mystery Game - There are several of these on TeachersPayTeachers and around the internet. 
Everyone loves a good mystery! 

17. While you’re working with the murder mystery above, how about fingerprinting the students? You could 
have them fill out a Child ID card (with parent permission of course) or just examine the different types of 
fingerprints. If you really want to get interesting you could invite a fingerprinting specialist to talk to the 
class. As a side note, we just went to a festival where an insurance company set up a booth and was taking 
photos and digital fingerprints for Child ID cards. Nothing is stored on their system and everything written 
down is shredded or given back to you...this could be a school wide event. 

18. Shipping Container Living Project - This is a big one on my “someday” list. People take shipping containers 
and convert them into living spaces where money and/or space is tight. You can find all sorts of videos on 
YouTube to introduce the lesson and to help the students design their own living space. 

19. Have the students make a review game of a concept taught in class and play them. 
20. Teach the students binary or other base number systems (we typically work in base 10). This will help 

them to understand place value and elapsed-time problems...and it’s just plain cool. 
21. Logic Puzzles - These puzzles are a lot of fun and take up a lot of time. They can be completed online or 

printed out and done in the classroom.  
22. Have your students start a blog that they can keep up during the summer months. Help them choose a 

theme that they’re interested in. 
23. Teach them the art of paper folding (origami). Have them read Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes. 
24. Flour Babies Project - This is a great lesson plan for a weekend flour babies project. Maybe a rice baby 

would be cleaner though! 
25. Balancing a checkbook and writing checks - There are tons of these lesson plans out there and it really is 

an important skill for students to learn. 
26. Along with checkbooks, you could always have them work on a Budgeting Project. Again, this is another 

one of my own projects. Students have to find a job, create a budget based on typical percentages, buy a 
house & car, save for their future, go on vacation, etc. 

27. Build a water purification system. This can be done pretty easily with plastic wrap, two bowls/pots, a rock, 
and some sunshine and helps students understand the process/purpose of the water cycle. 

28. Tie-dye shirts or other fabric items. Use it to talk about how color is defined by what frequencies of visible 
light are reflected. I’ve done this before several times. My one piece of advice is to find parent volunteers :) 

29. Have students research kites, have them build their own version, and then attempt to fly them. As a note 
on this one, you might want to have them pick up a cheap kite at the store to fly when theirs doesn’t work - 
typically students build with materials too heavy for flight in light wind. 

30. Have students write letters to their favorite teachers about how much they are appreciated and loved. We 
all know how much teachers put up with during the day. By May, teaching feels like an unappreciated job 
and everyone could use a little self-esteem booster. To make sure that no teacher feels left out, make a list 
and have students volunteer for each teacher.  

http://www.freerice.com
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/California-Here-We-Come-An-after-state-testing-project
http://www.puzzlersparadise.com/page1034.html
http://www.angelfire.com/stars4/tips/baby.html
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/21st-Century-Budgeting-Project
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31. Scholastic Magazines - These are typically subscription magazines that are mailed to your school with 
subject specific articles (Science World, Scholastic Math, ¿Qué Tal?, etc.) Scholastic has very nicely 
provided a free sample of their magazines, complete with Teacher Guides on the website. You could have 
students peruse the magazines online, or you could print out the articles you want them to read. The 
Teacher Guides have free worksheets for use with the magazine as well. 

32. After checking out the Scholastic Magazines, why not have your students create their own classroom 
magazine? You could have them write articles, perform surveys, show “What’s wrong with this picture/
definition/math problem” and other creative ideas. Each student might be responsible for their own 
article or page, or you might have them work in groups. If you have a tech savvy student, make them 
responsible for putting the newsletter together in Publisher or InDesign. 

33. Sudoku - This is NOT just for math! Although the games contain numbers, they’re all about critical thinking 
and logic...and students can always benefit from more thinking! You can find tons of free games (with 
answer keys) online at all different difficulty levels. The original designer of Sudoku is a Japanese company 
called Nikoli - they have other logic type games on their website (www.nikoli.com/en).  

34. Hold a Space Week - All kids love learning about Space and an entire week of it is practically a vacation for 
them. This is a great project to team up with another class on so you don’t burn yourself out. I once did this 
with my 6th graders and they begged me to make it last more than a week. I built a half-scale model of the 
space shuttle capsule and then we all went through “astronaut training.” This included measuring heart 
rate before and after exercise, having students build a model from legos using verbal instructions given to 
them via walkie-talkie, trying “space food” , and planning out a lunar base. You could also have them watch 
October Sky and try building rockets. 

35. Eco-Friendly Homes - Have students learn about limited natural resources, how they are often wasted in a 
typical home, and how to become more eco-friendly. Then have them design and build a model of an eco-
friendly home. 

36. Have a field day. This could either be for your own students, or they could design and run a field day for 
younger students. You’ll want some parent volunteers for this one! 

37. Academic Placemats - Students could create placemats with subject area themed games and activities for 
the local elementary school students. With permission from the school these could be placed in the 
cafeteria for a little extra fun or in classrooms near the end of the school year. If you are able to laminate 
the placemats they’ll last longer and you can write on them with dry erase markers. For a sample, check 
here. 

38. Greek Night - Hold an after school event in the evening where parents and students are invited to be 
educated and amazed (and come in costume!). Try to get other subject areas involved. For example, the 
Math teachers can build astrolabes, the drama teacher puts on a Greek play and the Life Skills teacher 
teaches Greek cooking. If you don’t have help outside of your department you could switch to a Math 
Night, Spelling Night, History Quiz Show Night...the possibilities are endless.  

39. Are You Smarter Than a 7th (8th, 9th, 10th...) Grader - Invite teachers, parents, or faculty members to go 
up against your students. Any time you pit students against teachers you’re going to have the students 
excited. Use course material and play a trivia type game in front of a “live audience.”  

40. School Beautification - Earth Day isn’t the only time you can plant trees or a school garden. Just make sure 
you have the permission of your administration, and that someone is willing to tend your new additions 
over summer break.  

41. Letter To Myself - Give students a form to fill out with questions like: What is your favorite TV show? 
Where do you see yourself in 10 years? Who is your best friend? What do you want to be when you are an 
adult? And then have them seal it in a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Agree to mail it back to them 
upon graduation. Alternatively, just seal it in the envelope and hand it to them on graduation day if you 
work in the high school. 

http://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/
http://www.nikoli.com/en
http://www.davis.k12.ut.us/spaceweek/
http://zapplethoughts.blogspot.com/2007/04/placemaths.html
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42. Time Capsule - This one goes a little bit further than just writing a letter to yourself. Have the students 
bring in a small shoebox and some reminders from their school year. These could be papers that you’ve 
corrected, notes that other students or teachers have written, a picture of themselves, ads from the paper 
for movie show times, Top Ten lists, a letter to themselves, or anything else they would like to include. 
Have everyone decorate and seal the box in the classroom and agree not to open it until a certain date 
printed on the box top. 

43. School Surveys - Have the students make up and complete surveys to ask other students in the school. 
They can then graph the results using a pie chart or bar graph. If your yearbook needs help on superlatives 
this would be a perfect joint project. 

44. Country of the Day - Assign each student (or group) a country and make them responsible for presenting 
their country during class. They should include a typical food, what a school day is like for their children, 
any traditional dress, any customs they find odd, and a postcard written as if they were visiting the 
country (picture on the front could be taken from the internet or hand drawn). 

45. Peanut Butter & Jelly Instructions - Have your students write down instructions for making a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich. Take the instructions from one student and follow them literally. (If it says 
“spread peanut butter on bread” use your hand to spread, or spread on both sides of the bread). After this 
funny “experiment” allow them to revise their instructions and repeat with several students’ work. This 
teaches the importance of clear and concise directions. (Check to see if any of your students have a nut 
allergy before bringing peanut butter into the classroom.) 

46. Hold a Career Day and invite parents in to share about careers that would be interesting to your students.  
47. Egg Drop - Have students build a contraption to hold a raw egg and drop it from the top of the school 

building (or top of a ladder).  
48. Have students build a bridge out of materials supplied by you (paper, toilet paper rolls, marshmallows and 

toothpicks, etc.) and see which bridge can hold the most weight.  
49. Write letters to rising students. These should contain information on how to best succeed in your class or 

grade level. Don’t have the students sign the letters but put them in sealed envelopes. These could be 
delivered into lockers on the first day of school. 

50. Have students write a list of their greatest accomplishments. Then have a Master of Ceremonies read out 
their accomplishments, fill an aluminum pie plate with plaster of paris and then have the student put their 
handprint in the plaster (like a Hollywood star outside of Grauman’s Hollywood Theater). 

I hope some of these ideas will help make the last weeks of school be more enjoyable to both you and your 
students. For more ideas and projects visit my website (www.breezethroughmath.com) or my 
TeacherPayTeacher site (www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Breeze-Through-Math). 

http://www.breezethroughmath.com
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Breeze-Through-Math

